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THE MEDIATOR 
He Made the Invisible Known | Mystery Series (Part 3) 

Text: John 1:1-4; 18 
 

The Invisible Ocean 
 
In the winter of 1884, a five-year-old boy lay sick in bed, miserably bored. Seeing his 
son’s distress, his dad gave him a toy compass and the gift mesmerized the child. The 
boy noticed that every time he shifted the device’s position, the compass needle spun 
to point north, as if guided by some invisible force. Lying in that bed, the child became 
convinced that somewhere beneath the visible layer of life there must be a deep hidden 
order, a sublimely intelligent agency. This awakening set the boy off on a lifelong 
journey to make the invisible known – to find a unified theory of reality that somehow 
explained all things. The child’s name -- Albert Einstein. 
 
Einstein, as most of us know, would grow up to catalyze major leaps in our 
understanding of how our universe works. In time, we’d come to understand that the 
world as we see it is actually the product of gezillions of the movements and 
interactions of particles much smaller than atoms – quarks and gluons we’d eventually 
learn how to detect and observe. But eluding physicists for the longest time, was the 
mystery that underlay the behavior and bonding of even those subatomic particles.  
 
It was not until 1964, that a man named Peter Higgs advanced a theory that between 
the particles we’d found there existed an even more amazing but still invisible reality 
that came to be called the Higgs Boson or “The God Particle." As one writer explains it: 
"Physicists believe that [the Higgs boson] allows all of the other particles in the universe 
to have mass and come together to form, well, basically everything that is around us… 
Without so-called God particles… 'atoms would have no integrity, so there would be no 
chemical bonding, no stable structures—no liquids or solids” 1 — and, of course, no you 
and me. The combined effect of all these invisible particles is what physicists call the 
Higgs Field. It is like the ocean fish swim in. The fish can’t see it, but everything is 
suspended in and held together by it. It supplies all with life.  
 
For decades, the Higgs boson field was merely a theory – a postulation as preposterous 
as some people regard the idea of GOD. But then, in July 2012, using a massive 
machine called a hadron collider, physicists in Switzerland found conclusive evidence 
that the God Particle exists. Their discovery won Dr. Higgs the Nobel Prize in Physics 
and moved us one step closer to Einstein’s dream of making the invisible known.2 
 

In Search of Ultimate Reality 
 
Do you know just how OLD this quest to find the roots of reality truly is? Ever since our 
oldest ancestors first noticed tree branches moving in the wind, people have sensed 
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that there is great power in invisible things and sought to unravel their MYSTERY. I 
know we sometimes think of folks in our age as brilliant and people in ancient times as 
fairly stupid. We easily forget that what we know today is a cumulative blessing, a 
synergy of insights only now made possible by the contributions of a long chain of 
superb minds. If you have any doubt about the IQ of our forbearers, try doing the math 
required to build the pyramids of Egypt. Or compare the eloquence of orators like 
Cicero or Aristotle with the speeches of public figures now. Human beings have 
certainly progressed technologically, but intellectually? I’m not so sure.  
 
Even the most ignorant of the ancients knew a lot about particles. Heck, they dealt with 
dust and sandstorms, and grit that lodged everywhere. They watched organic things 
decompose and turn to dust in a way that most of us hardly ever see. But the most 
enlightened Greeks and Hebrews became convinced that there was something at work 
in this universe that was greater and deeper than mere particles of any size.  
 
The Greeks called this Ultimate Reality the LOGOS – the term from which we get our 
term “logic” or “logistics” or the suffix “-logy” – as in biology or geology. Greek 
philosophers contended that underlying the visible universe was an invisible rational 
order through which all things came into being, operated, and held together.  This 
LOGOS was thought to be so sublime, so superior to our minds, that human beings 
could never comprehend it, only sometimes channel it – like the “Force” in the Star 
Wars movies. The Greek philosopher, Epimenides, said that it is “in [the Logos] that 
we live and move and have our being…” (like fish in water or particles in a force 
field) and the philosopher, Aratus, taught that “we are [the Logos’] offspring” (Act 
17:28). It is no accident that St. Paul quoted both of these scholars in his famous 
conversation with the Athenians on Mars Hill. Paul knew that the Greeks wished they 
could undertand more about the Logos.  
 
Jewish theologians, you see, also had a Unified Theory of Reality. They believed that 
everything we are and saw and will ever behold is merely the self-expression of an 
infinite being who’d revealed himself to them as the great “I am” – Yahweh in the 
Hebrew language. Unlike the Greeks, the Jews believed that Ultimate Reality was not a 
principle or particle but a person. He was a Being so powerful that he could create the 
universe simply by speaking. He’d said: “Let there be…” (Gen 1:3,6,14) and it was!  
 
To put it simply, Jews believed that God generated and governed reality by his WORD.  
The secret to life was to live in sync with this reality – to live “according to the Word” of 
the LORD. To do so was like aligning your life to something as fundamental and 
dependable as the rising and setting of the sun. Actually, the Jews saw the Word as a 
kind of light. The Psalmist wrote: “Thy Word is a lamp for my feet and a light for 
my path” (Psa 119:105). To the ancient Israelites, God’s Word wasn’t just letters or 
syllables; it was an active, creative energy that could pierce darkness and bring forth 
life.  
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The Word Became Flesh 
 
Now by this point, some of you have to be wondering: “Why are you spending all this 
time talking about Physics and Philosophy, Greeks and Jews, at Christmastime?  Fair 
question. It’s because, without this background, it is hard to fully appreciate what the 
Apostle John tells us happened at Christmas. John says: ”In the beginning was the 
Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was with God 
in the beginning. Through him all things were made; without him nothing 
was made that has been made. In him was life, and that life was the light of 
all mankind. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not 
overcome it” (Jhn 1:1-4). 

 
Most every Jew hearing this account is nodding. As I’ve said, they know about the Word 
of God and how that voice made and illumines everything. But some Jews are shaking 
their heads with confusion, because John is making it sound like the Word is not only 
identical to God (“The Word WAS God”) but also a separate person in some way 
(“The Word was WITH God. HE was with GOD in the beginning.”) Remember, 
Jews are monotheistic. The one thing God absolutely could not do would be to carve off 
some part of himself into another person. So, WHO is this other HE?  
 
John also has the attention of most every Greek reading this account, because he is 
talking their language, literally. This gospel was originally written in Greek and the term 
that gets translated as “WORD” in the English version of this passage is actually the 
Greek term “LOGOS.” John is saying that the great intelligent force the Greeks believe 
invisibly underlies everything is actually the same reality as the Jews have been 
worshipping. Then John writes: “The true light that gives light to everyone was 
coming into the world” (Jhn 1:9). Now all the Greeks are confused, because the 
one thing the LOGOS absolutely could not do would be to enter the world. Greek 
philosophy held that the LOGOS inhabits the invisible and infinitely pure realm known as 
spirit and human beings inhabit the visible and mortally impure realm known as the 
world. No way the Logos comes here. It would be like sunlight becoming a snowflake. 
 
But then John drops the others shoe and tells both Jews and Greeks that God has 
actually done the one thing neither group thought possible: The one God has a Son and 
the Sun became a Snowflake  ”And the Word (Logos) became FLESH and made 
his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only 
son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.” (Jhn 1:14).  
 

The Elephant Talks 
 
How many of you know the story of the blind men and the elephant? For those who 
don’t, there’s this group of blind men who each go about touching a certain part of an 
elephant and declaring that they know what this phenomenon is. One puts his hand on 
the elephant’s side and exclaims confidently that it is a wall. Another grabs hold of the 
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pachyderm’s ear and pronounces that this thing is a fan. A third blind man grasps the 
tail and declares he’s discovered a rope. On they go, each apprehending a part of the 
elephant without any one of them knowing what it is that they are really encountering.  
 
The moral of the story, as commonly told, is that when it comes to God, we are all 
ignorant. We know maybe a part of him, but we haven’t a clue as to who he really is. 
On one level, I like this idea. It prompts an appropriate level of humility. As I’ve often 
shared, when it comes to discovering on our own the divine Word or Logos -- the kind 
of power and intelligence that could have made this vast, magnificent mystery that is 
just the universe we have been able to see so far -- we are all like ants trying to 
contemplate subatomic physics. We might discover and fixate on a particle, never 
realizing that we are actually touching an incalculably large person. Be very wary of 
anyone you meet who talks like they’ve got a controlling hand on God. 
 
There is, of course, an opposite danger. It’s the agnostic idea that since we can never 
really know God, there’s really no use talking about Him or fixating on him. He’s like the 
Higgs Boson Field -- the invisible subject of a lot of theories. Finding him would explain 
a lot. Yet, because we never will, let’s just get on with our lives. But as Kevin DeYoung 
notes, “the story [of the blind men] never considers this paradigm-shattering question: 
What if the Elephant talks? What if he tells the blind men: ‘That wall-like structure is my 
side. That fan is really my ear. And that's not a rope; it's a tail.’ Would the six blind men 
[still] be considered humble for ignoring his word? 3 
 
”No one has ever seen God…” says the Apostle John; but, NEWSFLASH, there’s 
been a breakthrough discovery at a lab in Israel: The Ultimate Reality upon which all 
life depends is now visible. “The one and only Son, who is himself God and is in 
closest relationship with the Father, has made him known” (John 1:18). 
 
This is it. This is the major meaning of Christmas. Because of Jesus, you and I no 
longer have to speculate or theorize about what God is like. In Jesus Christ, God has 
mediated his reality in human form and personal speech. God has made himself known.  
Do we know everything about God because of Jesus? No, he is infinite and our minds 
are not. But we know everything we need to know for now. Jesus shows and tells us 
things about God we might never figure out on our own.  
 
We know, for example, that God cares for this planet, enough to visit in personally. We 
know that he sees, cherishes, and can accomplish great things through even forgotten 
little people struggling through life in the Bethlehem’s of this world. Because of Jesus, 
we know that God has a heart for those who grieve, for the poor and the persecuted, 
for the meek and the merciful, for people who do the hard work of peacemaking and 
for those hunger and thirst after righteousness (Mat 5:3-10). Jesus shows us that his 
Word is a sure foundation and that we are wise to build our lives upon it (Mat 7:24). 
Jesus makes it clear that no matter how far you’ve strayed from God, no matter how 
deeply you’ve sinned, forgiveness is still possible and he will welcome you home.  
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Jesus shows us that, in the end, good triumphs over evil and life over death. Jesus tells 
us that the greatest purpose and most enduring prize in life is not money, fame, power, 
or comfort but love. And from the time he is a baby reaching up from a manger to the 
day he is a man reaching out on a cross, Jesus declares the most astounding truth 
anyone can ever discover – God loves you and intends for you to pass that love on. 
 
God is the one who made the needle in that toy compass in Einstein’s hands point 
north.  And he is the one who is using me today to point you toward Jesus. For He is 
the mediator between heaven and earth – not just a particle of God, but the one in 
whom all things cohere (Col 1:16). You don’t have to wonder if God exists or what he is 
like or if you matter to him. For “The one and only Son, who is himself God and is 
in closest relationship with the Father, has made him known” (Jhn 1:18). 
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